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Mrs. Anne Rupert, Cellist/Principal Conductor is a graduate of the Eastman School of Music where she earned
degrees in Cello Performance and Instrumental Music
Education. Mrs. Rupert has enjoyed a very long and successful public-school teaching career in Fairfax County
Public Schools where she has taught at Oakton High
School, Franklin Middle School, Rachel Carson Middle
School and now Robinson Secondary School where she
has been teaching the high school and advanced middle
school orchestra classes since 2006.
Rupert is the 1994 and 2010 recipient of the American
String Teachers Association Virginia Chapter (VASTA)
Outstanding Orchestra Director Award, the 2006 Kathleen Seefeldt Award for Musical Excellence in Prince William County, the 2007 Award for Outstanding Service to
the Fairfax Symphony Orchestra, and the 2008 and 2012People’s Choice Awards at Robinson Secondary School.
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Mrs. Diana Chou, Artistic Music Director/Conductor,
began her cello instruction at the age of four with Emily
Hall through Buffalo Suzuki Strings. She was playing with
the advanced touring ensemble by the age of 12. Her
orchestra solo debut was with the Orchard Park Symphony in 2000, playing Lalo’s Cello Concerto. In the fall of
2014, she performed Vivaldi Concerto for Two Cellos
with the Fairfax Chamber Players, and in the spring of
2016, she performed the Elgar Cello Concerto with the
Manassas Symphony Orchestra.
Chou has performed with many orchestras and chamber
ensembles, including the Manassas Symphony, Fairfax
Chamber Players, Mason Music Productions, Auburn
Chamber Orchestra, Genesee Symphony, Onondaga Civic
Symphony Orchestra, Orchestra of the Southern Finger
Lakes, Binghamton Philharmonic, and the Southern Tier
Symphony. In 2022, Chou was invited to play cello for
the Maestra Ensemble.
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Mr. Austin Isaac, Bassist/Conductor, is the high school
orchestra director at Lake Braddock Secondary School
(LBSS) and is also the lead of the orchestra Collaborative
team at LBSS. He has taught orchestra at the elementary and secondary levels in both public and private
schools in Virginia. He received his B.M. from James
Madison University with a concentration in instrumental
education and his Master’s Degree in Education from
George Mason University.
As a double bassist, Isaac has been an active performer
in a variety of orchestras in the Northern Virginia area.
Under his direction, the Lake Braddock Middle School
Chamber Orchestra was invited to perform at the 2016
annual VMEA In-Service Conference and the Lake Braddock Symphony Orchestra was invited to perform at the
2020 Music For All National Orchestra Festival.

Strings Only

Application/Registration Form
Audition Registration Fee $45.00 (non-refundable)

Rehearsals: Johnson Middle School, Fairfax, VA Tuesdays 7-8:30 PM.

APPLICANT INFORMATION
FIRST AND LAST NAME:_______________________________________________
INSTRUMENT:_______________________________________________________

STREET ADDRESS:____________________________________________________
CITY: ____________________

STATE: ___________

HOME PHONE:_________________

ZIP CODE:__________

DATE OF BIRTH:_____________________

APPLICANT E-MAIL ADDRESS___________________________________________
SCHOOL: _____________________________GRADE IN FALL 2022:____________
SCHOOL MUSIC TEACHER FIRST /LAST NAME:_____________________________
SCHOOL MUSIC TEACHER E-MAIL ADDRESS:______________________________
PRIVATE TEACHER FIRST/LAST NAME:___________________________________
PRIVATE TEACHER E-MAIL ADDRESS:____________________________________

TCSYO Member in 2021/2022 season:

□ YES □ NO

□ CHAMBER

ORCHESTRA

ORCHESTRA

□ STRING ENSEMBLE
□ SYMPHONIC

TCSYO’s PRELUDE ORCHESTRA under the expert tutelage of Bassist, Mr.
Austin Isaac , provide elementary and middle school string students with
their first exposure to string orchestra training. Students must read music
and have at least one year of private lessons on their instrument.
Prelude Orchestra’s season includes weekly rehearsals, sectionals and
three (3) performances for family and friends.

STRING ENSEMBLE
Rehearsals: Johnson Middle School, Fairfax, VA Tuesdays 7-8:30 PM.
TCSYO’s STRING ENSEMBLE is open to string students ranging in age from
10 to 13 from public and private schools who have had at least two years
of private instruction on their instrument.
Artistic Music Director, Mrs. Diana Chou has designed the program as an
introduction to the foundations of string orchestra playing. Students continuously work on ensemble playing, and specific bowing techniques, such
as spiccato, martelé, hooked and legato bowings. Students’ goal is to gain
the technique they need to advance to the Chamber Orchestra level after
a few years. Students will perform three (3) concerts during the season.

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Rehearsals: Johnson Middle School, Fairfax, VA Mondays 7-9:00 PM.

Auditioning for the 2022/2023 (CHECK ONE)

□ PRELUDE

PRELUDE ORCHESTRA

ORCHESTRA

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION
PARENT/GUARDIAN FIRST /LAST NAME:________________________________
PARENT/GUARDIAN EMAIL ADDRESS:__________________________________

My registration fee of $45.00 is enclosed: □ check

□ cash

Mail this form to: TCSYO
14214 Eagle Button Court, Centreville, VA 20121

TCSYO’s CHAMBER ORCHESTRA is one of the most sought-after musical
destinations for aspiring young string students.
Chamber Orchestra is open to serious string students ranging in age from
10 to 15 from public and private schools who have had at least three years
of private instruction on their instrument.
Artistic Music Director, Mrs. Diana Chou teaches a fun and enriching curriculum, with a focus on music making, ensemble playing, technical instruction and preparation for future work in TCSYO’s Symphonic Orchestra. Leadership skills will be fostered to encourage students to enhance
their school string orchestra programs. Dedicated, professional musicians
from the greater Washington D.C. area will provide sectionals and share
their expertise with students. Students will perform three (3) concerts during the season for family and friends.

SYMPHONIC ORCHESTRA
Rehearsals: Johnson Middle School, Fairfax, VA, Mondays 7-9:30 PM.
The SYMPHONIC ORCHESTRA is the premier orchestra of The Capitol Symphonic Youth Orchestras. Literature includes works with artistic challenges
for the collegiate-level player and explores the rich and exciting repertoire.
The Symphonic Orchestra separates itself from other youth orchestras in
the Washington D.C. area through its unique rehearsal configuration. It
alternates weeks of intense sectionals during the first half of the rehearsal,
at which time the woodwind, brass and percussion sections work with
TCSYO’s artistic specialists. The string students benefit from these sessions
as well working with Principal Conductor, Mrs. Anne Rupert on ensemble
playing techniques, left-hand fluency, and right-hand music making, giving
students the opportunity to achieve a high level of musicianship over the
shortest period of time. TCSYO’s distinct focus is on student learning and
giving our musicians a commanding perception of orchestral ensemble
playing. Students will perform three (3) concerts during the season.

On-line registration:

www.tcsyo.org/apply.php
CHAMBER MUSIC PROGRAM
The 2022/23 Chamber Music Program matches students into small groups
up to 5 musicians according to age and level. Students are encouraged to
recruit members of their potential ensemble and to spend some time considering which repertoire they want to study. During each Fall and/or
Spring Semester, each chamber music group will receive 10 coaching sessions. Chamber music groups are required to rehearse weekly at Johnson
Middle School prior to their 7:00 PM orchestra rehearsal. There will be
several opportunities for performances throughout the year. Chamber
music groups will perform at the end of each semester at one of the following locations: Kennedy Center's Millennium Stage, Richard J. Ernst Theatre or Hylton Performing Arts Center. Read more on our website:

www.tcsyo.org/chamber.php

CONCERTO COMPETITION
TCSYO Concerto Competition is held in March, with the winner appearing
in concert with the Symphonic Orchestra at the final concert. All current
Symphonic Orchestra students are invited to participate in the audition.

